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Discuss Orange Line Extension
Residents Have Questions About Environment and
Safety
By TASHA L. CLOPTON-STUBBS

The Chicago Transit Authority held a public scoping meeting on
Monday to begin to assess environmental impact of a proposed
extension of the Orange Line.

Held at Hancock High School, 4034 W. 56th St., the event began
with a 45-minute meet-and-greet, during which time residents
were provided with contact information for CTA officials and were
able to leave comments.

Those who wished to voice their concerns during the meeting
completed comment cards to help expedite the orderly meeting.

This marked the beginning steps necessary for CTA to comply with
the National Environmental Policy Act, which requires study of a
project’s impact on the environment when applying for federal
funding.

While the proposed extension was first discussed in 2006, it is
actually a completion of the Orange line, according to Jeff Busby,
CTA’s General Manager for Strategic Planning.

“When the Orange Line was planned in 1980s, it was actually
supposed  to end at Ford City,” Busby explained. Funding ran
short, so the route ended at Midway airport.

“This plan is actually completing the original vision for the Orange
Line,” he added.

Suggestions for stops other than Ford City include 67th and 71st
streets, but nothing has been set in stone. The extension from
Midway would begin underground, running below 59th and 63rd
streets, begin to rise to cross Marquette Road, and finally become
elevated above Cicero Avenue.

After Monday’s public scoping meeting, a draft of an
Environmental Impact Statement — or EIS — will be completed by
a projected date of 2011.

This draft will then be examined by the public for at least 45 days,
according to Helene Kornblatt, a managing consultant for joint
venture of consulting firms called CWC. 

“Notification will be like we did for this (meeting): thousands of
mailings, newspapers, e-mail blasts,”  Kornblatt explained.
“There’ll be a formal notice placed in the Federal Registry. There’ll
be a formal notice placed in the newspaper.”

The draft will be placed on disks in public libraries and also be
available electronically. The final EIS and planning will last from
2011 until 2013, and construction will take place from 2013 until
2016, when the extension would be operational.

After the meet-and-greet, Busby gave a 10-minute outline of
plans, noting that because this is in the planning stage, many of
the public’s questions cannot be answered.

Home Page

Chicago: Southwest Side

Ray Hanania

Other Voices

Featured Writers

Dollar Stretcher Tips

Earth Talk

Everybody's Science

NEPA
Compliance
Services
Your single
source for NEPA
studies
assessments and
compliance
services
DynamicEnvironmental.com

 
 
 

www.Roskam.House.gov
Ads by Google

http://swnewsherald.com/index.php
http://swnewsherald.com/info/aboutus.html
http://swnewsherald.com/info/pubinfo.html
http://swnewsherald.com/classifieds_new/
http://swnewsherald.com/info/contactus.html
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pub=rayhanania
http://swnewsherald.com/index.php
http://swnewsherald.com/news_frontpage/2009/09/092509c_ogline.php#
http://swnewsherald.com/news_frontpage/2009/09/092509c_ogline.php#
http://swnewsherald.com/summ/ovolc.php
http://swnewsherald.com/summ/fwolc.php
http://swnewsherald.com/summ/dscrf.php
http://swnewsherald.com/summ/etcrf.php
http://swnewsherald.com/summ/escrf.php
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BizfHdOreSqbHF9mOnQeXn5TCDvi-0QWY2_KNAcCNtwGg-IkBEAEYASCQ1NAHOABQs9qof2DJlvqH8KPsEqABhMnx_gOyARBzd25ld3NoZXJhbGQuY29tugEKMTIweDI0MF9hc8gBAdoBQWh0dHA6Ly9zd25ld3NoZXJhbGQuY29tL25ld3NfZnJvbnRwYWdlLzIwMDkvMDkvMDkyNTA5Y19vZ2xpbmUucGhwgAIBqAMByAMH6AOFBugDUugDrQXoA8sF6AOMAvUDAAAAhA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzyhieocbsGY65xW8AgO4UNV_PjAA&client=ca-pub-0390878035000068&adurl=http://www.dynamicenvironmental.com&nm=2
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://swnewsherald.com/news_frontpage/2009/09/092509c_ogline.php%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-0390878035000068%26adU%3DDynamicEnvironmental.com%26adT%3DNEPA%2BCompliance%2BServices%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNHUDnK9dWjdbKtP4Rf3JGIgxZmRNA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B3-AHdOreSpHtF5WXnQemsYyyDNaSw6EBxMzTzw7I5YiHDgAQARgBIJDU0Ac4AFDU7eOK_P____8BYMmW-ofwo-wSoAHw29zrA7IBEHN3bmV3c2hlcmFsZC5jb226AQoxNjB4NjAwX2FzyAEC2gFBaHR0cDovL3N3bmV3c2hlcmFsZC5jb20vbmV3c19mcm9udHBhZ2UvMjAwOS8wOS8wOTI1MDljX29nbGluZS5waHDgAQKYArYlwAIByAL44qgNqAMByAMF6AOFBugDUugDrQXoA8sF6AOMAvUDAAAAhA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtyaF-pw-r7hxaSuKnorbKSvrPGTyw&client=ca-pub-0390878035000068&adurl=http://roskam.house.gov/Forms/Form/%3FID%3D467
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B3-AHdOreSpHtF5WXnQemsYyyDNaSw6EBxMzTzw7I5YiHDgAQARgBIJDU0Ac4AFDU7eOK_P____8BYMmW-ofwo-wSoAHw29zrA7IBEHN3bmV3c2hlcmFsZC5jb226AQoxNjB4NjAwX2FzyAEC2gFBaHR0cDovL3N3bmV3c2hlcmFsZC5jb20vbmV3c19mcm9udHBhZ2UvMjAwOS8wOS8wOTI1MDljX29nbGluZS5waHDgAQKYArYlwAIByAL44qgNqAMByAMF6AOFBugDUugDrQXoA8sF6AOMAvUDAAAAhA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtyaF-pw-r7hxaSuKnorbKSvrPGTyw&client=ca-pub-0390878035000068&adurl=http://roskam.house.gov/Forms/Form/%3FID%3D467
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc&url=http://swnewsherald.com/news_frontpage/2009/09/092509c_ogline.php&hl=en&client=ca-pub-0390878035000068&adU=www.Roskam.House.gov&adT=ImageAd


the public’s questions cannot be answered.

Public comments were recorded by a court reporter for the official
record, and included comments about delight in the possibility of
providing additional transportation for the neighborhood to
concerns about noise, undesirable people entering the
neighborhood, and funding for additional security.

Busby also reviewed alternatives to the extension.

They included what the CTA terms a Transportation System
Management (TSM) plan with rapid bus service from 59th to 76th
streets on Cicero Avenue, as well as the re-routing of bus route
67, which includes 67th, 69th and 71st streets, to terminate at a
new Ford City Station.

Residents have until Tuesday, Oct. 27 to file comments, and may
do so by e-mailing Busby at
OrangeExtension@transitchicago.com.

Further information may be found on the CTA’s Web site,
www.transitchicago.com.
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